Elder’s Training Workshop

August 7, 2008
“The Promise of Humility”

Study:  Humility: True Greatness by C.J. Mahaney
Assignment:  Please read the forward, introduction, and chapter one of Mahoney’s Book.  Pg 9-24
Scripture: Philippians 2:3-11
Introduction

When I first learned that the elder leadership would study a book on humility, my initial reaction was a question: How can we “train” man to be humble?  Perhaps you had a similar reaction.  That was before I read the book!  Now, my eyes and mind have become more observant of the numerous Biblical texts that emphasize humility as essential to Christian growth, as well as foundational for Godly leadership.


At the outset of my concerns with Mahaney’s book was how he would treat the whole area of “self-esteem.”  Is pride and healthy self-esteem the same thing?  Does Christianity teach that Christians must “hate” themselves?  Do we view ourselves as “worms”….having no value or worth to God?  Does the fact that we are “sinners saved by grace” result in our need to focus on our sinful-self and to focus critically and negatively on sinful-others?

As you read chapter one, Mahaney gives us a powerful perspective in seeing the promise of humility through the grace of God.  Also, as you study Philippians 2:3-11, ask yourself as Jesus humbled himself and are we called to do likewise?  Did Jesus have a poor self-esteem?
I. Scripture Study:  Philippians 2:3-11

1. What did Paul say about pride and self-centeredness?  2:3-4

2. What challenge did Paul set before the believers?  Who are Christians to model?

a) How can you consider a person “better than” yourself when you know you are “better than” they are?
3. In light of who Jesus was, do you think he had a healthy self-esteem?    

How did he not allow that fact to cause him to be prideful? 

a) What can you learn from this?

II. Book Study:

1. What two character qualities in some CEO’s did Jim Collins modify, in this book, “Good to Great”, that helped their company leap from good to great? Pg 17-18
2. According to Mahaney, what does biblical humility look like? pg18-22 
3. What should drive Christians to pursue humility?
APPLICATION:

1. From what you have studied in this lesson, how would you differentiate between pride and proper self-esteem?

2. When it comes to the values you live by, will others testify that humility characterizes your life?
